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Claire Perry, Westminster Hall 12.09.2018

As I said, I will make a little progress and then I will give way. I welcome a
longer debate on this issue because I am a passionate advocate of convincing
people of the scientific evidence for climate change. Everything that my
Department has done has been based on scientific evidence. I find it
profoundly disturbing that, when it comes to exploring the potential of an
industry, we refuse to accept the science. I have met—[Interruption.] I am
not giving way.

Thank you, Mr Howarth. Decorum is always the watchword.

I have met, and continue to engage with, many of the scientists who have put out
studies relating to fugitive methane emissions and the seismicity question, which
is of course concerning. I find when talking to those scientists that, behind that,
they have a fundamental aversion to using any form of fossil fuel. Indeed, the
briefing that many Members received today, and which I have seen, says that
fossil fuels should stay in the ground.
Claire Perry Westminster Hall 12.09.2018

Lets take a look at the science Ms Perry

Physicians for Social Responsibility
https://www.psr.org/issues/environment-health/fracked-gas/

Fighting Fracked Gas (Methane)
To protect human health from the ravages of climate change, we must stop
spewing heat-trapping gases into the atmosphere. One of the most urgent
gases to control is methane.
PSR has summarized the health threats associated with methane in our
report Too Dirty, Too Dangerous. For a quick overview, read on.

A potent greenhouse gas
Methane, over its first 20 years in the atmosphere, is 86 times more
powerful at trapping heat in the atmosphere than carbon dioxide.
Fortunately methane breaks down over time, so its climate impact declines.
However, the breakdown products of methane include water vapor and
carbon dioxide, both of which trap heat. So even 100 years after entering the
atmosphere, methane’s byproducts keep contributing to global warming.

The result: An increase in heat, extreme storms, and sea level
rise, each of which unleashes dangerous health
consequences.

The Independent

UK '55 million years too late' for fracking, says
leading geoscientist
Britain's geology unsuitable to controversial and 'overhyped' shale gas
extraction technique, says Professor John Underhill of Heriot-Watt
University
•
•

Laura Paterson
Thursday 17 August 2017 09:57

•

Mr Underhill said: “Both sides of the hydraulic fracturing debate assume
that the geology is a 'slam dunk' and it will work if exploration drilling
goes ahead.
“Public support for fracking is at an all-time low of 17%, based in the
main on environmental concerns, but the science shows that our country's
geology is simply unsuitable for shale oil and gas production. The
implication that because fracking works in the US, it must also work here
is wrong.

•

Other Countries are banning or placing a
moratorium on Fracking but in England the
government are refusing to listen to the
warnings given by scientist and healthcare
professionals from these countries and
carrying on regardless, against the wishes
of the majority of the British People.

moratorium
noun
1. a temporary prohibition of an activity.
synon embargo, ban, prohibition, suspension, postponement, stay, stoppage, halt, freeze, standsti
yms: ll, respite, hiatus, delay, deferment, deferral, adjournment

Oil Change International

Fracking “Could Cause Earthquakes On Up To
Half Of Land Licensed In UK”
Andy Rowell, May 22, 2018

The exploitation of shale gas on half of the land licensed by the UK Government for
fracking operations could trigger earthquakes, according to a leading seismologist and
former energy advisor to the Tory Government.
In a report released today in the House of Commons in London, but yet to be published
online, Professor Peter Styles, Emeritus Professor in Applied and Environmental
Geophysics at Keele University in the UK, says hydraulic fracturing in former coal
mining areas increases the probability of earthquakes on faults on land that has already
been mined.
According to Styles, who has studied the maps of former coal mining areas, the data
shows former coal mining areas “are riddled” with potentially dangerous faults capable
of producing seismic activity greater than a 0.5 magnitude.

More Science
‘’We have forgotten about mining. Mining has not forgotten about us.”
Peter Styles

Check out the report in full at
https://www.keele.ac.uk/media/keeleuniversity/facnatsci/schgge/news/2018/Fracking%2
0and%20Mining-%20Styles%202018.pdf

Source: A review of coal mining induced fault reactivation in Great Britain
L.J. Donnelly
Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology, 39, 5-50, 10 February 2006

Fault Lines in RED. Many thanks to Sarah for her research. 😊
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/legacy/assets/documents/center-for-science-and-democracy/fracking-informational-toolkit.pdf

Back to Ms Perry, Westminster Hall 12.09.2018

Members will have received data today suggesting that the vast majority of the
British public are opposed to shale gas exploration. That is not true. The data
suggest that 13% of people strongly oppose it, almost 50% of people do not have
a view, 15% support it and 2% strongly support it. Most people do not have a
view on this because they understand that being at the behest of a foreign gas
provider is probably not great for British energy sovereignty. Many coalmining
communities also understand the value of high-value jobs and economic
investment in their areas. That is why I urge all Members—[Interruption.] I am not
giving way.
Three in ten (32%) respondents were opposed to fracking compared with two
in ten (18%) who supported it. Wave 25
The question has now been removed from the Energy and Climate Change
Public Attitude Tracker. May I ask why?
Is it, as The Times Ben Webster August 17th 2018 reported, a case of ‘if you don’t
like the answer, stop asking the question’?
How do you know what that the 50% of people who do not have a view
‘understand that being at the behest of a foreign gas provider is probably
not great for British energy sovereignty’?
Did each one of them state that? Is it just an assumption?
The most common reason for opposing fracking was the loss or destruction of natural
environment (57%). Other common reasons for opposing fracking were the risk of
contamination to water supplies (31%), that it is not a safe process (29%), the risk of
earthquakes (29%), and that there is too much risk and uncertainty (28%). The most
common reason for neither supporting nor opposing fracking was a lack of knowledge
about it (80%).
Renewable energy
Support for the use of renewable energy reached a peaked of 85% at wave 25, an increase
from 79% at wave 24 and the same stage last year (wave 21). Opposition to renewable
energy remained very low, at 3%, with only 1% strongly opposed.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/702640/Wave_25_Summary_Report.pdf

Why are we not pursuing Renewable energy? Why Frack?

Thank you Del

Justice
Blackpool activists
jailed for anti-fracking
protest
Three protesters given prison sentences for
blocking Cuadrilla lorry convoy
The Guardian, Francis Perraudin. 26.09.18

Anti-Fracking Trio First
To Be Jailed For
Environmental Action
Since 1932
Rahul Verma, Human Rights News 27.09.18

Democracy
Greg Clark
Tunbridge Wells
No Fracking there
Claire Perry
Devizes
No Fracking there
James Brokenshire
Old Bexley and Sidcup
No Fracking there.
None of those forcing Fracking
on our communities will be
affected by it or have to live
with it. You are however
culpable.
Cabinet collective responsibility, also known as collective ministerial responsibility, is a
responsibility, which states that ministers are responsible for the running of their departments,
and therefore culpable for the departments' mistakes.

Culpable adjective
•

deserving blame, to blame, guilty, at fault, in the wrong, blameworthy, reproachable, reprovable, found
wanting.

Shame on you
WE SAID NO

