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The Guardian Adam Vaughan 29.10.2018 

Fracking risks turning country 
against Tories, says Zac Goldsmith 
Conservative MP says drilling and pollution are ‘alarming prospect’ 
for communities 

Zac Goldsmith has warned ministers that their plans to fast-track fracking risk 
turning whole regions of the country against the Conservatives and igniting a 
political backlash. 

The Tory MP for Richmond said people had legitimate concerns about fracking 
and that government proposals to bypass local planning decisions on shale gas 
wells were a mistake. 

“Fracking is an issue that has the potential to turn whole regions against the 
government,” he told the Guardian. “The drilling rigs and pollution, the industrial 
equipment and sheer volume of trucks all make it an alarming prospect for 
communities up and down the country.” 

 
The Guardian 
'More and more' Tories turning 
against fracking, says MP 

Helen Pidd, North of England Editor 01.11.2018 

Lee Rowley says many colleagues have concerns as opposition 
builds to loosening of planning rules 

A growing number of Tory MPs are turning against fracking, according to one MP 
with a drilling site in his constituency. 

Lee Rowley, who chairs the new all-party parliamentary group looking into the 
impact of shale gas, told the Guardian he was seeing increasing numbers of 
colleagues with worries about hydraulic fracturing. 

“I think there are more Conservative MPs than perhaps assumed who have 
concerns about this,” said Rowley, who became the first Conservative MP for 
North East Derbyshire for 80 years when he won the seat from Labour in 2015. 
“There are more and more colleagues who are coming up to me and saying, ‘I 
have concerns about this and I have concerns about the policies.’ 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/conservatives
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/may/17/fast-track-fracking-plan-by-uk-government-prompts-criticism
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/180606/shale-gas.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/180606/shale-gas.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/180606/shale-gas.htm


 
Fracking Returns to                   
Britain, and So Do 
Seismic Tremors Near 
Drilling Site 
New York Times             
By Stanley Reed,24.10.2018 
 

Less than two weeks after an energy 
company won a court battle over opponents 
who feared hydraulic fracturing would cause 
seismic tremors in northwest England, the 
drilling work appears to be doing just that. 

 
 

 
 

36 Earthquakes in Blackpool UK from 
18.10.2018 to 04.11.2018 
http://www.earthquakes.bgs.ac.uk/earthquakes/recent_uk_events.html 
 

Why would this not worry you Mr Clark?  
Please explain. 

From 18.07.2018 to 17.10.2018 there were no earthquakes in 
Blackpool. Now 36 earthquakes in 18 days??  
 

                                

https://www.nytimes.com/by/stanley-reed
http://www.earthquakes.bgs.ac.uk/earthquakes/recent_uk_events.html


Drill or Drop? 

300K+-signature petitions against 
government plans to fast-track 
fracking 
BY RU TH HA YH URS T O N OCTOBER 25 ,  2018  

Three petitions with a total of 300,000+ signatures were handed in this 
morning to the government, opposing its plans to fast-track fracking 
decisions in England. 

The petitions, organised by the Campaign to Protect Rural England, 
Friends of the Earth and Sum of Us, were delivered to the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities & Local Government on the final day of the 
public consultation on the proposals.                                           

North Jersey.com 

NJ's gas pipes spring 10,000 leaks a 
year. They get more dangerous with age 
James Nash  Trenton Bureau https://eu.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/2018/11/01/nj-gas-leak-

explosions-old-natural-gas-pipes/1716546002/ 

Published 4:30 PM EDT Nov 1, 2018 

In the past 20 years, explosions along New Jersey's labyrinthine network of 

natural-gas pipelines have killed five people, injured 34 and caused more 

than $48 million in property damage, according to federal data. 

                                      

https://drillordrop.com/author/ruthhayhurst/
https://drillordrop.com/2018/10/25/300k-signature-petitions-against-government-plans-to-fast-track-fracking/


http://priceofoil.org/ 

US Shale Companies Facing 
“Catastrophic Failure” over 
Ballooning Debt 
Andy Rowell, November 5, 2018 
As the fledgling UK fracking industry bleeds investors’ money in alarming quantities on 
a daily basis, plagued by ongoing issues of democratic accountability, seismic 
activity, financial viability and on-going legal challenges, it will find no comfort from 
looking across the pond. 

The US shale industry, even though it is in the middle of a so-called production boom, is 
in many ways no different: it too is bleeding money with many companies facing 
ballooning debt and declining well success rates. 

                                                                                              
The Guardian 
Adam Vaughan 26.10.2018  

Energy minister had private meeting 

with fracking firms in May 
 Claire Perry failed to record meeting with Cuadrilla and others on 
transparency register 
Details of Perry having a private meeting with fracking firms have emerged, 
as the 17th minor earthquake was recorded since the shale company 
Cuadrilla began fracking near Blackpool earlier this month. 

Perry and officials met with all the key shale players – Cuadrilla, Ineos, iGas and 
Third Energy – along with oil and gas companies including BP on 21 May. While 
her meeting with wind power executives on the same day was recorded on an 
official transparency register, the shale event was not.                                   

When will Ms Perry be meeting 
with the public ? 

 

http://priceofoil.org/
http://priceofoil.org/author/andy/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/29/strongest-tremor-yet-halts-fracking-at-cuadrilla-site-near-blackpool
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/29/strongest-tremor-yet-halts-fracking-at-cuadrilla-site-near-blackpool
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/fracking-pioneer-admits-its-money-may-soon-run-dry-mzn3whng0
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/nov/04/government-faces-new-legal-challenge-over-plans-to-speed-up-fracking
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/15/fracking-protesters-blockade-cuadrilla-site-where-uk-work-due-to-restart
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/748540/beis-ministerial-meetings-april-june-2018.csv/preview
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/748540/beis-ministerial-meetings-april-june-2018.csv/preview


Drill or Drop? 

Plans to fast track fracking are 
“irresponsible and downright 
bonkers” – MP tells minister 
BY RUTH HAYHURST  ON OCTOBER 31,  2018  

 

Mark Menzies, MP for Fylde, said it was “absolutely crackers” to make non-
fracking shale gas sites permitted development, avoiding the need for a 
planning application. 

He told a parliamentary debate this evening: 

“Moving to permitted development is nothing short of irresponsible and down 
right bonkers.” 

“We have got thousands of tonnes of hardcore, piled on top of double layered 
polyurethane membranes, big trenches dug around what is up to a 2ha site, a 
30 m drilling rig, 2m perimeter fence 4.8m high bunding and fencing, several 
cabins, 3m in height acoustic screening 5m in height, lighting rig of 9min 
height. 2.9m high powered generator, 2 water tanks of 3m height, 10m high 
emergency vent an access road off a busy main road and I could go on. 

“Who on earth thinks that is equivalent to building a little extension of the side 
of your bungalow. It isn’t”. 

Lee Rowley, the Conservative MP for North East Derbyshire which includes 
the Ineos Marsh Lane site, urged the government to withdraw its plans 
immediately. 

“This proposal on permitted development and NSIP is ludicrous and needs to 
be stopped.” 

                            

 

https://drillordrop.com/author/ruthhayhurst/
https://drillordrop.com/2018/10/31/plans-to-fast-track-fracking-are-irresponsible-and-downright-bonkers-mp-tells-minister/


GRIST.org 

U.N. climate report shows civilization 
is at stake if we don’t act now 

By Eric Holthaus on Oct 8, 2018 

https://grist.org/article/scientists-calmly-explain-that-civilization-is-at-stake-if-we-dont-
act-now/ 

Absent heroic efforts, the world has locked in dangerous climate change. That’s 
according to a much-anticipated report released on Monday in South Korea by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a U.N.-sponsored collection of the world’s 
top scientists. 

That stark, blunt assessment comes after years of deliberation at the request of the 
world’s most vulnerable nations to assemble pathways that could limit global warming 
to no more than 1.5 degrees C, now believed to be the upper limit that would preserve 
the stability of the world’s interconnected ecological and societal systems. 

Some key conclusions: The world has 
already warmed by about 1 degree C 
and without a global coordinated 
effort, the world will reach 1.5 
degrees in as little as 12 years. 
“Several hundred million” lives are at 
stake, according to the IPCC, and the 
actions that are required to ensure a 
just transition to a fossil-fuel free 
world have significant overlap with 
the actions that would be needed to 
reduce global povertyl 

https://grist.org/author/eric-holthaus/
http://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15/
https://grist.org/article/with-the-world-on-the-line-scientists-outline-the-paths-to-survival/
https://twitter.com/EricHolthaus/status/1049126870908903427


 

 

END THE MADNESS 

BAN FRACKING 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


