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Methane leaks at a fracking site near Blackpool have raised concerns about the
capacity of the industry to produce gas without harming the environment.
Cuadrilla reported four spikes in methane above levels set by authorities since it
began its controversial operation in October.
The largest event saw concentrations of the climate-warming gas rise to
around 15 times higher than normal background levels.
Workers attempted to burn the gas as they released it from the well, but it failed
to catch light and was released into the air.
Venting unburned methane at the site is banned by the Environment
Agency “except where necessary for safety reasons”.

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust
05.03.2019
https://www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org/news/local-concern-wildlife-key-nature-reserve-evidence-newapproach-need-secure-natures-recovery?fbclid=IwAR0qN5Tyvw3g5EMapWt-Lp-b6aMe_V4JamMxvOgpiApuUhvLaa8rlSU2kE

Local concern for wildlife at key Nature
Reserve is evidence that a new approach is
need to secure nature’s recovery.
Exploratory drilling linked to fracking is taking place just 120m from the edge
of the charity’s Misson Carr Nature Reserve and campaigners from the local
area and beyond have been venting their frustrations that such activities can
be allowed so close to a nationally designated wildlife area.

The reserve is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and
throughout the consultations prior to planning permission being
granted for an exploratory drilling rig at Misson Springs,
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust argued that due to the risk of
disturbance to wildlife and other issues such as possible impacts on
water quality, permission should be refused.
Speaking on behalf of Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, Head of
Communications Erin McDaid said:

"As Misson Carr is a SSSI as well as being a nature reserve
we’ve fought long and hard to protect, we argued that a
precautionary approach should be taken. The current suite of
wildlife legislation was put in place to protect what we’ve got,
but the fact that wildlife is in decline across the UK and that
sites such as Misson can be put at risk is evidence that the
system isn’t working.”
Erin McDaid
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust

The Wall Street Journal ran a report on 24th February, 2019
stating that ‘Frackers Face harsh Reality as Wall Backs Away’ The
article, written by Bradley Olsen and Rebecca Elliott, reports
https://www.wsj.com/articles/frackers-face-harsh-reality-as-wall-street-backs-away-11551009601

‘The once-powerful

partnership between fracking companies and
Wall Street is fraying as the industry struggles to attract investors
after nearly a decade of losing money.
Frequent infusions of Wall Street capital have sustained the U.S.
shale boom. But that largess is running out. New bond and equity
deals have dwindled to the lowest level since 2007. Companies
raised about $22 billion from equity and debt financing in 2018,
less than half the total in 2016 and almost one-third of what they
raised in 2012, according to Dealogic’.

Is it time to throw fracking out with the
trash?

Los Angeles abandons new
natural gas plants in favor of
renewables
Nichola Groom
•
FEBRUARY 12, 2019

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-california-natgas-idUSKCN1Q12C9

Energetic City.ca

Alberta Energy Regulator suspends
fracking well linked to Monday
earthquake

https://www.energeticcity.ca/2019/03/alberta-energy-regulator-suspends-fracking-well-linked-tomonday-earthquake/
Canadian Press 05.03.2019

SYLVAN LAKE, A.B. – The Alberta Energy Regulator has
ordered a company to suspend fracking operations at a well
site linked to an earthquake that was felt in the communities
of Red Deer and Sylvan Lake.
Natural Resources Canada says the 4.6 magnitude earthquake
occurred in central Alberta around 5:55 a.m. on Monday.
The regulator says Vesta Energy Ltd. must suspend hydraulic
fracturing operations at the site.

Letters to the Editor, The Times February 27th 2019
EFFECT OF FRACKING ON CLIMATE CHANGE Sir, Recently Ineos and
Cuadrilla, which both have significant interests in the hydraulic
fracturing of shale gas, have demanded that the “traffic light” system
that monitors seismicity at fracking well sites should be relaxed to
allow larger earthquakes (reports, Feb 5 & 7).
Following this a group of geoscientists signed a letter to The Times
(Feb 9) in support of this demand. This month the UK Institute of
Public Policy Research reported that as a result of climate change “a
new, highly complex and destabilised ‘domain of risk’ is emerging,
which includes the risk of the collapse of key social and economic
systems, at local and potentially even global levels”.
Climate change is already causing an increase in extreme weather
events and driving accelerated melting of the polar ice sheets and
Himalayan glaciers. Its primary causes are carbon dioxide emissions
from the extraction and burning of fossil fuels and rising methane
emissions from fossil fuel extraction — particularly fracking.
Meanwhile a new era of cheap, clean renewable energy and storage is
arriving, with volumes doubling every two to three years. Is it not
time that our leaders and scientific community withdrew their
support for fracking and engaged in the challenge of transforming our
society to meet this existential challenge?

Signatories
Nick Cowern, Emeritus Professor, School of Engineering, Newcastle University;
Professor Peter Strachan, Aberdeen Business School, Robert Gordon University;
Keith Barnham, Emeritus Professor, Dept. of Physics, Imperial College, London;
Professor Andrew Blowers, The Open University; Dr Adam Broinowski, Visiting
Research Fellow, Australian National University; Dr Matthew Cotton, Senior
Lecturer, Dept. of Environment and Geography, University of York; Professor
Richard Cowell, School of Geography and Planning, Cardiff University;Professor
Mark Diesendorf, University of New South Wales; Dr Paul Dorfman, The Energy
Institute, University College London; Professor Geraint Ellis, School of Natural and
Built Environment, Queen’s University Belfast; Dr Ian Fairlie, Scientific consultant,
UK; Denis Hall, Emeritus Professor, Heriot Watt University; Professor Stuart
Haszeldine, FRSE, School of GeoSciences, University of Edinburgh; Robert W
Howarth, Professor of Ecology and Environmental Biology, Cornell University;
Professor Mark Z Jacobson, School of Earth, Energy and Environmental Sciences,
Stanford University; Dr Phil Johnstone, Research Fellow, Science Policy Research
Unit, University of Sussex; Professor Calvin Jones, Professor of Economics, Cardiff
Business School; Dr Peter Kalmus, Associate Project Scientist, Joint Institute for
Regional Earth System Science & Engineering, University of California, Los
Angeles; Dr Dominic Kelly, Dept. of Politics and International Studies, Warwick
University; Dr Jeremy Leggett, social entrepreneur and writer, director at
Solarcentury; Dr David Lowry, Institute for Resource and Security Studies,
Cambridge, Massachusetts; Professor Bill McGuire, Professor Emeritus of
Geophysical and Climate Hazards, University College London; Professor Majia H
Nadesan, Risk Innovation Fellow, Arizona State University; Sir Jonathon Porritt,
environmentalist and writer; William Powrie, Professor of Geotechnical
Engineering, Southampton University; Andrew Simms, Research Associate, Centre
for Global Political Economy, University of Sussex; David Smythe, Emeritus
Professor of Geophysics, University of Glasgow; Dr Matt Watson, Senior Lecturer
in Human Geography, University of Sheffield; Professor Andrew Watterson, Public
Health and Population Health Research Group, University of Stirling.

Radio Free Asia

Quakes Spark Mass Anti-Fracking
Protest in China's Sichuan
www.rfa.org/english/news/china/quake-protest02252019145609.html?fbclid=IwAR3fufOpq1AJkLsAhnOpq4YrKGQ5bepKhFaM14zn03ZMoa80ox1
obYMpKe8
25-02-2019

Thousands of protesters tried to storm government offices in the southwestern
Chinese province of Sichuan on Monday after a string of recent earthquakes that
local residents blamed on fracking activities.
"There were probably 10,000 people there today, and the Rongxian county
government shut its gates and wouldn't let us in," Rongxian resident Zeng Yulan
told RFA on Monday. "Two people died in today's earthquakes, and a lot of others
were injured and some houses collapsed, so a lot of people had nowhere to
sleep tonight."
Zeng said local officials had clamped down on any media reporting of the quakes or
the protests.
"The media weren't allowed to interview anyone or to report it," she said.
Zeng said local fracking operations, which blast gas from gaps in underlying shale
using water and chemicals, are widely blamed for the earthquakes.
"There are usually earthquakes two or three hours after fracking starts, but they
weren't previously as strong as the two that happened today," she said.

Look what you missed outside parliament on 05.03.2019
Wouldn’t it have been nice if you had joined us? Many did.
We had a great day, the event was very well attended and many
passers by stopped and joined us.
The public have no love for fracking it appears, would you agree?

All above photographs taken by Tracie

Trish

‘We can take pride in the UK’s record in tackling
climate change, but we know we have to do more,
and we will do more. We must keep leading from the
front so we can look the next generation in the eye
and say for your future we protected Planet A
because there is no Planet B.’ Claire Perry.

The Traffic Light System
Agreed with the Fracking
Industry at 0.5?
Were the regulations put in
place to keep us safe?
Will fracking be safe?
Will the traffic light system
ever be changed to suit the
fracking industry?
Why would any activity that
causes earthquakes be
considered safe?

End The Madness
Ban Fracking.

